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Abstract

The Kurdish issue is not nascent of the Arab or Syrian revolutions, the roots
of the issue dates to the Ottoman and Persian eras. However, when the ottoman
empire was defeated and dismantled after World War |, the Kurdish issue became
more complicated, as Kurdistan was divided among several countries, most notably
Turkey, Iran, Syria, and Iraq.

Those countries tried to assimilate and oppress the Kurdish minority into
their territories. However, the bifurcation and overlapping of relationships and
support between the Kurds themselves took the issue from being an internal affair to
having external dimensions affecting the relations between the mentioned
countries, like Turkey and Syria. Since the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) was
established in the seventies of the twentieth century and until 1998, the Turkish —
Syrian relations witnessed great tension to the point of military threats. The root
reason was Syria's embrace of the PKK within its territories, which used the Syrian

Lands as a base to launch its armed operations in Turkey and prop up the opposition



Kurds on the Turkish soil with weaponry and resources. As a result, the PKK was one
of the most prominent Kurdish opposition parties and most dangerous.

In 1998 Adana agreement diffused the tension, and the two nations retracted
from the brink of war. The agreement Included the end of Syrian support for the
PKK, the closure of the party’s offices, and the expel of its leader Abdullah Ocalan
from the Syrian lands. The agreement also stipulated other conditions to ensure the
safety of the borders between Turkey and Syria. However, due to the agreement and
with the Justice and Development Party (AKP) coming to power between 2002 and
2010, the Kurds were suffering from systematic oppression by the Turkish and
Syrian authorities alike, in light of the positive reinforcement of the Turkish-Syrian
relations.

Since the Syrian war started in 2011, the tension came back to the Syrian-
Turkish relations. Turkey supported the Syrian opposition, and in response, Syria
severed the diplomatic ties with turkey and increased support for the Kurds,
allowing them to deploy the Kurdish fighters in northern Syria, followed by the
declaration of the Autonomous Administration in 2016. These events restored hope
for the Kurds in Syria and Turkey to realize the Kurdish dream and establish the

Kurdistan state, especially with the strong historical ties between the Kurds in Syria



and the Kurds in Turkey. Syria has long been a base for launching armed operations
in the Turkish territories, and a headquarter for the PKK.

As for Turkey, The PKK is considered one of the biggest internal problems.
The establishment of the Kurdish entity in northeastern Syria and its loyalty to the
PKK means forming a solid external base to support the separatist Kurds in Turkey
and perhaps transferring the battle to the Turkish territories, directly threatening the
Turkish state security and territorial integrity. These events exacerbated the tension
in relations with Syria and led Turkey to an actual military intervention in the Syrian
territories. However, the Syrian government considered that Turkey is using the
Kurdish danger as an excuse to cover the historical aspirations of the successive
Turkish governments to restore the legacy of the Ottoman Empire that was lost
during World War I. Nevertheless, The Kurdish issue had a prominent role in the

tension of Turkish-Syrian relations in 1998 and after 2011.
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